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PLEADINGS im aLAW CASE. 
PARENTS verfus BACHELORS. 


To the PRINTERS, 
SI-R S$, 
REATISES on education have becn fo greatly mul- 
tiplied of Jate years, that if but one half of the good 
effets propofed fhall be found to refult from them, the next 
generation may be fairly expected to confilt of Solomons, and 
the animal called a /od/ will be rarely to be feen, unlefs in the 
cabinets of the curious, Yet there is one article refpeQling 
education which has not been handled with fo much care and 
attention as the others, and which therefore ftill remains the 
fubje& of many a bitter difpute; I mean, Sirs, the indulgence 
parents fhow toward their children. On the proper quantity 
of that indulgence, the world are not yet agreed, and the 
queftion continues to be agitated with great zeal and much 
intemperate warmth between married and unmarried perfons. 
The latter infift that parents in general are too indulgent to 
their children, and, as they politely term it, /poi them, This 
the parents refolutely deny, and fo the queftion remains at 
iffue. 

A few nights ago, after a converfation on this fubje& with 
one of thofe who are commonly called fond mothers, and in 
which, I believe, I trefpaffed fo far upon good manners, as to 
take the fide of the plaintiffs, namely bachelors and maids, 
I went home ruminating upon this eternal caufe for difpute, 
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and wifhing that {ome means could be fallen upon to reconcile 


the parties. ‘The fubject happened to recur in flcep, and 
contrary to all I had been faying, I dreamt that I was feed as 
counfel for the parents in this important caufe, and that | made 
a {peech in the following, or nearly the following words to the 
jury, and if, notw: thitanc ding it be a ition, you ‘think it may 
afford my clients fomething to fay on the fubje<t, I fall not be 


forry to fee it inferted it your ucat Entertainer. 


Gentiemen of the Fury, 

© This is acaufe of great importance both to the prefent 
and future generations. ‘Ihe plaintiffs in this caufe are a very 
numerous body, confilting of ali the batchelors and maids of 
the kingdom, and the defendants are aoe fathers and mothers of 
kingdom, The record (ets forth that the faid fathers and 
mothers, not having the fear of future confequences before 
their eyes, but inftigated by a contempt for bachelors’ wives 
and maids’ childrea, do indulge, pamper, fondle, fpoil their 
offspring, contrary to the fatute of common fenie made and 
provided in faid cafe. “Fhe defendants, plead not guilty, 
and it is on their part that L have the hanour now to addrels 
you. 
“ Gentlemen, I thall firft obferve, according to the in- 
ftrutions in my brief, that the plaintiffs have no children, or as 
it is neatly worded, they do ust know what it is to have children, 
Let me afk you, then, how it is that they come into court with 
an accufation refpecting anaffair of which they muft naturally 
be fo ignorant? Is it fair that men and women, who have no 
children, fhould find faule with the conduct of thofe who 
have ? Isit proper that they fhould pretend to know what is 
good na bad in education, without they have children of their 
own? In my opinion, and certainly ia the opinion of all my 
clients, this is rank prefumption, and not to be tolerated ina 
court of juitice. But I do not fpeak from inftraciions only 
upon this fubject. Ihave witnelfes in court, gentlemen, who 
will be examined before you, and who will prove that they 
have known feveral of the faid bachelors and maids, who 
having been married by fome accident or other, and produced 
childre n, have actually behaved to them ii very identical 
manner of which my clients ar culed, namely, by ine 
dulging, pampering r, fondling, &c. &c. in manner aforefaid, 
J hope this evidence will nave fome weight. 1 hope it will 
convince you that the difference between the parties is a 
difference not fo much of opinion as of fituativn, according 
to 
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tothe ancient opinion, ** When you are at Rome, you muft do 
as they do at Rome,” and another very refpectable authority, 
Mr. Juftice Woodcock, who fays, ** You would have done 
the fame thing, had you been in the fame place.” 

“ But, gentlemen, however much I with to imprefs this fa& 
upon your minds, 1 do not mean to reft the defence of my 
clients upon it. If I could prove that five hundred bachelors 
and maids were as apt to {poil children, when they had them, as 
the fame number of married perfons, it would not eftablifh the 
principle. Two hundred black rabbits, faid an eminent 
lawyer of the aft century, will never make a black horfe, and 
therefore I fhall wave this, and proceed to the defence of my 
clients upon other and more fubftantial ground; and ground 
which I know they are moft fond of taking, namely, that they 
have a right to do what they do 

© In the firft place, then, are they not their fathers and 
mothers? Are thefe children not their own children, the 
children of their mothers at leaft, for I with to avoid quib- 
bling, or clouding my cafe with difficulties ? Let the oppofite 
coun(el anfwer me this if he can? And, gentlemen, if this 
argument holds good, how ealily may every other argument be 
overthrown ; for what follows ? 

“ Why, in the fecond place, it follows, that property is a 
facred thing; that aman may do as be will with his own, and 
what can be more a woman’s own than her children, a part of 
herfelf, if 1 may fo fay, ncareft and deareft to her ? It is this 
certainty of the right of pojfeffion, which occafions my oppo- 
nents to fay that mothers are moft guilty of what is now laid to 
their charge. Waving the confideration of guilt, for I thall 
prove there is no guilt in the cafe, 1 will allow that there is 
fome truth in this remark. Hufbands are faid to have fuperior 
wifdom ; where they get it 1 know not; but they certainly 
are cautious and not prefuming, and truth to fay, fo many Cire 
cumftances of a very unpleaiant nature have occurred in our 
courts of late, thdt I am not furprifed that hufbands fhould 
rather be doubtful. ‘This, however, by the way. It is not 
the train of reafoning I with to enter upon. Let it be granted, 
then, that mothers are moft guilty of the indulgence, fondnefs, 
&c. &c. imputed to them by the plaintiffs, I afk, what then ? 
Are not their children their property ! May they not do with 
them what they pleale? 

And this brings me, in the third place, to the queftion of 
right. It is contended for by my clients that they have aright 
to do what they pleafe with their children. I obferve the ops 
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pofite counfel fmiles—I will not be put out of my argument by 
a {mile, nor a {neer, nor a laugh, I ftand under the prote@ion 
of the courts; 1 know what the fmile means. Gentlemen, 
I can interpret that fmile. Yt is in plain Englith, * You fay 
a mother has a right todo what fhe pleafes with her children; 
therefore you muft mean that fhe has aright to cut Ps — 
hy ted it out of a window.” Now, gen:lemen, did I fay 

? Did I advance any thing like this? Perhaps, as 1 am 
coiad to do my beft for my clients, [ muft have obeyed my 
inftructions, had I even been demanded to plead for this, and 
as amere matter of rizht, itis as defenfible as the other. But 
my inftruétions go to limit the queftion of right to this point 
merely, that my cli “nts have a right to indu ge, fondle, pamper, 
and {poil their children as much as they pleafe, any thing tothe 
contrary notwith{tanding that may be advanced by bachelors 
and maidens. And who,as 2 y clients obferve, will deny this? 
If they have not the right to do it, who has? And if they 
have the right, what is that right good for, if it be not exerted 
in the manner aforefaid. 

* Gentlemen, I have examined:a great many witnefics on 
this fujett, and have enquired into the opinions of fome 
hundreds of my clients, who are in the fame predicament, and 
1 can get no anfwer or defence from them but this right. I 

_ think, therefore, that if there is no other, you mutt take it as a 
full and ample defence, and give a verdict accordingly. 

“ It has been advanced, however, and | mutt trefpafs a little 
longer on your time, while [ enquire into the validity of fuch 
objefions, It has been gravely advanced, that (uch practices 
as indulging, fondling, &c. are very pernicious to the future 
health, well-being, and morals of fuch children ; that [poiled 
children are generally very ungrateful to their parents, and dil- 
obedient to all around them, and that fome have died in carly 
life, while others have lived only tobe hanged.—Now, gentle- 
men, this is very ferious accufation, very ferious indeed, and 
deferves your molt attentive confideration, It turns upon a 
point of fact and a point of law, which are indeed mingled 
together, and I fhall therefore {peak to them in conjun ction. 
Gentlemen, after examining very clofely a confideradls 

nuinber of perfons in the fituation of my clients, 7 never 
could obtain from them but two reafons for their conduct; th 
one was, to pleafe themfelves, and the other, to pieafle thei 

children, Can it therefore be fuppoted that the fimple defive 
to pleafe and be pleafed, fhould produ ce the thocking confe- 
quences ver tla by the counfel for ‘plainutls ? Is - ere @ 
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mother in Chriftendom who ever forefaw, or pretended to 
forefee {uch confequences, merely from feeding the chiid when 
it cried, givingit every thing it afked for, and never finding 
faule with any thing it did? I fay, can you find me a mother 
who ever conceived that fuch confequences would follow fuch 
premifes ? Abfurd: For if the had, what mother zn ber fenfes, 
would have continued fuch praStices ? 

“© So much for the matter of fac?.—Now comes the quef- 
tion of daw. What is it, in the eye of the law, which cone 
titutes a crime, the crime of marder for inftance, of which 
my clients are ftrangely accufed? Why, gentlemen, it is the 
intention, the malus animus, and nothing elfe. Look then at 
any of my clients in the full exercife of her fyftem of, indul- 
sence’; behold her hanging with fondnefs over her dear child, 








giving it what it alks for, blaming every thing, and every per 
fon that offends oz wes feres with it, feeins no object but it, 
experiencing no happinefs but in attending to it, in a word 


glorying in it, and : Ne yourlelves, gentlemen, what connexion 
has this love with that hatred, tiated by my learned brother, 
id this tender tie with that gibbet-like connedtion he alluded 
to? Is it for a moment to be fuppofed that a woman of fenfe, 
and fond to diftraction of ber children, would do any thing that 
might impede their progrefs in good morals and good behae 
viour ? | repeat it, the thing is impoffible. Therefore, gen 














4 men, 2ecording to the law, they muft be innocent, becaufe 
icy have not th t evi hi intention, that malice prepe afe, and ine 
it igatic nof the Devil, which conftitutes the crime. If they 
had, if any of my clients can be proved to be fo very pro 
phetical and iy as to defcry a difgraccful punifhmen 
terminating the viffa of her fond attentions, and yet peifitts 
in them, I t} ould not prefume to land up in this hon owner 
court in defence of fae h ip tfon. Nor would fh ey indeed, b 
bject for trial here, fo much as in anothercourt, A come 
miflion of lunacy would be more proper in that cafe, than a 
peoal indiCtiwent. But I cannot fuppofe any fuch cafe, be= 
caufe none {uch is to be found upen our records. Itis im- 
0fible. 
«6 [ bave thus, gentlemen, gone through the feveral points 
of my defe. ce, namely, that mothers being the mothers of 
children, have an actual property in them, and confequently 
that they have aright to do with them what they pleafe 5 con- 
fequentiy, aifo, the plaintiffs in this caufe, who have no chile 
dren, cannot be fuch good judges as thofe who have. If my 
defence has net been conduéted perfecily to your fatisfaction, 
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Thope you will lay the blame where it ought to be laid, upon 
the poor abilities of him who has now the honour of addref- 
fing you, and not upon the caufe, which being fupported by 
the arguments furnifhed by my clients, will, I hope, prove vic- 
torious. It is not improbable that other matters might be al- 
ledged on the fame fide ; but I truft that you have heard 
enough to enable you to form an opinion on the fubject, and 
that that opinion will end ina verdict of acquittal for my 
clients. The queftion, gentlemen, is of great importance ; 
it not only refpe&s the prefent generation, but ail thofe nume- 
rous millions who may be born hereafter. I cannot, however, 
help reverting to what I firft aflerted with refpe& to the child- 
lefs perfons, who have brought this a&tion, The prefumption 
in di@tating to others how to manage what they have not got 
themfelves, will, I hope, meet with the cenfure of the court, 
fhould your verdict refcue the characters of my clients.” 

Having concluded, the oppofite counfel began his reply in 
thefe words : 


& Gentlemen of the Fury, 

“ ‘You have heard a very Jong and learned fpeech. It may 
be thought that | mean to reply to it, which is fo far from my 
intention that I fubfcribe to every word of it. It is all true, 
gentlemen, and, I dare fay, my learned brother {peaks from the 
inftru@tions of his clients; but I afk, what then ?’?— 

Here my attention was diverted by the fervant calling me 
to: breakfait, and I loft the benefit of my brother’s reply, and 
of the Judge’s charge—and therefore throwing off my wig 
and gown, 

I remain, your’s 


An OLD CORRESPONDENT 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macariney to China. 


(Continued from Page 350.) 


ELIGION here, as in every part of the Spanif Pomel 
nions, engrofles much of that leifure which might be 
devcted to inftruction and improvement. Even ladies of 
rank feldom go out but to mafs, matins, or vefpers. The une 
matried live im convenis, and are there often enticed to take 
the veil. 
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The réfidence of the Bifhop of the ifles, whofe revenue is 
ten thoufand pounds a year, is at Canaria; his unbounded 
charity is equal to his ecclefiaftical rigour. Religion fuffers 
very little interruption’ by commerce. Foreign fhips rarely 
touch at any other place than Teneriffe; and from Santa Cruz 
are annually exported about twenty-five thoufand pipes of 
wine, chiefly to the Englifh in return for manufactures. 

The revenue accruing to the crown, from ail the Canaries, 
after deducling the ordinary expences of adminiftration, does 
not exceed fixty thoufand pounds a year, The duty on to= 
bacco and {nuff ig fo enormous, that the temptation to fmug= 
gle is irrefiftible. The royal monopolies, of which Orchiila 
is one, are the chief grievances of the inhabitants. 

Teneriffe, though not the largeft, the moft populous and 
fertile of the Canary Iflands, is about feventy miles in length, 
and twenty-two in mean breadth. Its furface contains one 
thoufand five hundred and forty f{quare miles, or nine hundred 
and eighty-five thoufand fix hundred acres. Its inhabitants 
are computed at nearly a hundred thoufand, which averages 
about fixty-five perfons to every {quare mile. 

The population of the Grand Canary ifland is eftimated at 
forty thoufand inhabitants; Palma, thirty thoufand; Forteven- 
tura, ten thoufand; Lancerota, eight thoufand; Gomera, 
feven thoufand; and Hierro, or Ferro, fifteen hundred. This 
ifland, the weftermoft of all the Canaries, is the moft weftern 
part of the old world, from which geographers ufed to calcu- 
Jate their firft meridian. 

On the 27th of Oétober, the Lion and Hindoftan lefe 
Santa Cruz, and fteered their courfe towards Port Praya, in 
the ifland or St. Jago. 

They came in fight of Bonavifta, one of the Cape de 
Verde iflands, on the 1ft cf November; on the 2d, of the 
Ifle of May. The next day the ifland of St. Jago appeared 5 
and at noon the Lion anchored in Praya Bay, in feven fathoms 
water. The latitude of the bay is fourteen degrees fifty-fix 
minutes north, and the longitude twenty-three degrees twentye 
nine minutes weft. The variation of the compafs is twelve 
degrecs forty eight minutes weft. Ships, bound to the fouthe 
ward, generally ftop here for frefh provifions, The coaft 
teems with various kinds of fifh. At this time, however, the 
ifland was ina ftate of defolation and famine; nor had any 
one of the Cape de Verde’s efcaped the calamity. Little or 
no rain had failen for three years pat; the rivers: were dried 
up; vegetation had ceafed 5 and the cattle perifhed as weil 
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from want 2s drought. Some ‘inhabitants had prudently mi- 
grated ; many of thofe who remained were ftarved to death, 

Upon a fandy beach -a little to the right of St. Jago, clole 
tothe rock, and at the foot of an clevated plain, are the ruins 
of a once elegant Romifh chapel, built, probably, by the 
grateful piety of a perfon faved trom fhipwreck. 

‘The town of Praya, if fuch it may be called, is fituated 
upon the plain above-mentioned. It confifts of about a hun- 
dred fmail huts, one ftory high, built of wood, thinly {cattered, 
It has a fort or battery almoft in ruins. The gaol was the 
beft building, and next to that the church, at which officiated 
a mulatto prieft, 

The governor refides in a fmal] wooden barrack, at the ex- 
tremity of the plain, commanding a view of the bay and fhip- 
ping. The Embaflador was received by him with due ho- 
nour and refpeét ; advancing a confiderable diftance from his 
houfe to mect and condu€t him thither. But as he had fhared 
in the general wretchednefs, occafioned by the long drought 
and arid winds, be had neither wine nor any other refrefhments 
to offer. 

Notwith{tanding the general ‘devaftation in the vegetable 
kingdom, a few verdanc palm trees were feen to flourith 
amidit burning fands, The afclepias gigantina, noticed for 
its milky, but corrofive juice, was rich in flower. The ja- 
fropha curcas, or phyfic nut-tree, called by the French Wett- 
Indians dois immortel, was alo flourifhing ; and in fhady vales, 
fome indigo plants, and a few cotron fhrubs were fuccefsfully 
cultivated. The mimofa, or fenfitive plant, common about 
the country, growing to the fize of trees, did not appear to 
Janguifh ; and in fome parts, the annona, or fugar apple, was 
in perfect verdere. 

A tree, which, for fize, may be called a phenomenon in ve- 
getation, was dilcovered in a healthy ftate, in a vale about a 
mite and a half from the town of Praya, called by botanifts, 
adanfonia; in Englith, monkey breadtree. The natives of St. 
Jago call it kabifera ; others, baobab. ‘The circumference or 
girth of the bafe was fifty-fix fect, which foon divided into two 
vaft branches ; the one in a pe:pendicular direction, whofe 
periphery was forty-two feet, the other about twenty-fix. 
Another of the fame fpecies ftood near it, whofe fiogle trunk, 
girthing only thirty-cight feet, was {carcely noticed. 

A {mall rivulet, diftant, inland, about two miles, but which 
foon falls into a bottom, irrigated fome grounds, and rendered 
them fertile ; andalfo fupplied a few of the inhabitants with 
water, 
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water, at this calamitous period. Near this fpet was planted 
the manifta, or caflada tree, whofe exprefled juice, from the 
root, is deadly poifon, ‘The root itfelf is falutary; and fo is 
the fediment depofited from the poifonous juice, being the 
fubftance fold in England under the name of tapioca. 

The town of St. Jago, formerly the capital, is fituated in 
the bottom of avale. Not more than fix families refide there. 
The country, then arid, bore the appearances of natural 
fertility. By the information of a Portuguefe, the Ifle of 
Brava, one of the Cape de Verde’s, was a better place for fhips 
to touch at, at any time, for provifions and water, than St. 
Jago. It had three harbours, but that at Puerto Ferreo, tothe 
fouthward, was the moit commodious for large fhips.—- 
Captain Sir Erafmus Gower, to whom the like information 
had priorly been given, recommends to make a trial of 
them. 

The population of all the Cape de Verde Iflands, about 
twenty in number, is eftimated at forty two thoufand inhabi- 
tants. Of thefe St. Jago is faid to contain twelve thoufand ; 
Bonavifta, eight thoufand ; the Ifle of May, feven thoufand ; 
San Nicholas, the moft pleafant of the whole, the refidence of 
the Bifhop of the Cape de Verde’s, fix thoufand; San 
Antonio, four thoufand ; San Phelippe de Fuogo, remarkable 
for a volcanic fire, ifluing conftantly from the cone of a moun- 
tain in its middle, four thoufand ; Brava, five hundred, and ir 
thofe not fpecified {till fewer. 

They had now been at Praya Bay five days, without feeing 
the Jackall. It was therefore determined to profecute the 
voyage without her, and the two fhips accordingly fet fail from 
St. Jago on the 8th of November. 

The fettlements on the coaft of Africa always afford abun- 
dance of refrefhments which, fometimes, are not to be met 
with in other places. On this account the Lion and Hindoftan 
direted their courfe to the Port of Rio de Janeiro, a rich 
province of Brazil, fubje& to the Portuguefe, of which St. 
Sebaftian is the capital. 

Eafterly, called trade winds, are prevalent from the continent 
of Africa to the Atlantic ocean; but on approximating the 
oppofite continent of America, it has been obferved, they take 
a courfe between north and weft. _ Ships, therefore, bound to 
the Cape of Good Hope, always avail themfelves of this in- 
formation, 

They arrived under the equator, about eleven o’clock, on 
Sunday the 18:h of November; and Sir Erafmus Gower 
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permitted the fhip’s company to indulge themfelves in the 
ludicrous ceremony commonly obferved when crofling the 
line. Onthis occafion, a failor was drefled up ina manner to 
imitate the God, Neptune, holding in his hand a trident, his 
garments dripping wet with the element he is (uppofed to com- 
mand. . He ftood at the fhip’s head; the Embaffador, Sir 
Erafmus Gower, officers, and paflengers, being all affembled 
on the quarter-deck, and demanded in an audible voice, the 
name of the veflel thus encroaching on his dominions. An 
an{wer being given from the quarter deck, Neptune, with his 
attendants, fantaftically accoutred, advanced with folemnity 
towards them, and prefented his Excellency with a fith, 
recently caught, as part of the produce of the deity’s domains, 
His godthip was treated with refpect, and received, for him- 
felf and companions, the accuftomed filver offerings from thofe 
who had before crofled the line, but which were rigoroufly 
exacted from others who had not, under the penalty of going 
through aceremony more ludicrous than agreeable. 

To keep up the charter, however, fome noviciates are 
always marked out as victims for the ceremonial. It confifted 
of an ablution; generally performed in one of the thip’s 
boats, filled with watcr, into which the party is foufed, blind- 
folded; and after he has received a good ducking, he is 
lathcred, not too cleanly, and fhaved, not very tenderly, by 
Neptune’s tonfor, with a wooden razor ; and that in fo folemn, 
and, apparently, fcientific a manner, as to excite, in the by- 
flanders, broad grins, and convulfive laughters. A hearty 
meal, accompanied with mufic and exhilarating libations to 
Bacchus concluded the amufem ent. 

The equator was crofled in the twenty fifth degree of 
weftern longitude from Greenwich, with a frelh breeze from 
fouth eaft, Nothing remarkable occurred in the paflage from 
St. Jago. Few birds were feen, and few fifh caught. A 
fhark was harpooncd, which on difle&tion, was found to con- 
tain nolungs. A dolphin was hauled on board; and difplayed, 
in the agonies of death, its inherent property of often changing 
its colour. 

(To be continued.) 
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PROVIDENTIAL DELIVERY. 


O the number of providential efcapes from imminent 
petil, when the laft ray of hope has apparently been 
extinguilhed, 
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extinguifhed, may be added the furprifing deliverance of Cap- 
tain Noddings, late of the Providence of Whitby, which 
veffel was left by the crew, with only one manand the Captain 
on board. When the reft of the crew got on board the 
Milnes of Hull, in their hafte they left their comrade inadvert- 
antly behind them, afleep, having been quite exhaufted by 
fatigue. The Captain had pofitively refuled to quit the fhip. 
The fea running very high, they durft not return again, to 
fetch their remaining companion, but were obliged reluctantly 
to abandon him and the Captain to apparent deftruction. 
After experiencing incredible hardfhips their diftrefs was at 
length difcovered by a French fifhing-boat, which, as the gale 
ftill continued, and the fea was very turbulent, durft not 
venture on board, but approached fo near as to be able to 
throw a rope on board the Providence, which they were fortue 
nate enough to catch. Captain Noddings infifted cn the 
feaman going firft. He was accordingly dragged through the 
fea, and was got on board the fithiag boat, without receiving 
any hurt. The rope was again thrown for Captain Noddings, 
who unfortunately not having made the rope {fufficiently 
fecure, as they were lifting him on board it flipped, and he funk 
to the bottom. Not coming up again, his companion begged 
them to put down a hook,which was inflantly done, and having 
luckily caught hold of his clothes he was happily refcued 
fromthe waves. No figns of life however, appearing when 
he was got on board, the Frenchmen were going to heave him 
again into the fea, but the poor fellow begged earneftly that 
they would ufe fome endeavours for hisrecovery. After fome 
fruitlefs efforts had been made, and no fymptoms of returning 
life appearing, they were again preparing to throw him over= 
board ; but the fupplications of the faithful feaman_ prevailed 
on the fifhermen to fuffer the body to remain onthe cover of 
acheft till morning; and if then no figns of life appeared, he 
declared he would con/ent to his being committed to the deep, 
It is very furprifing that in the morning fymptoms of returning 
animation were perceived, and by careful attention Captain 
Noddings was perfectly recovered, and is now fafely arsived 
at Hull, 





4n ANECODOT E, 


“HE late Lord Hardwicke, on his firft fetting out in life, 
was an arsticled clerk to an attorney. It happened one 
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day that his miftrefs, in want of another fervant, fent for him 
out of his mafter’s office, and defired him to go to the next 
market, and buy fome cabbages. “ Madam,” faid young 
Yorke, * I never bought a cabbage in my life ; and I thal 
certainly mifpend your money,” “ No matter, (replied the 
lady) it is time you fhould begin; and I defire you will go, as 
there is nobody elfe in the way.” ‘Mr. Yorke knew his 
miftrefs’s temper too well to refufe any longer; but at the 
fame time, not willing to be troubled on any like occafion, he 
hit upon an expedient which effeQually an{wered his purpofe. 
Accordingly he received the money from his miftrefs, went 
out, and in about half an hour returned with his purchafe, 
The next day he was to fettle fome accounts of difburfement 
with his mafter, and among other ufual articles, the following 
item appeared: ‘ liem—for buying a cabbage, 1s. 64.” 
Such anextraordinary cbarge neceflarily induced an enquiry 
on the matter’s fide ; but he was prefently fatisfied, on being 
informed, that “ on the preceding day, his miftrefs had called 
him from the office, and ordered him to buy her a cabbage; 
and ashe (Yorke) was willing to do his beft, having heard 
that the beft cabbages were fold at fuch a market, (meaning a 
market to which the coach-fare from his mafter’s houfe 
amounted to the fame charge) -he had called a coach, and 
driving thither, made a moft excellent purchafe.”” The matter 
fmiled ; “ and from that day to this, (his Lordthip would 
frequently fay when telling the ftory) I never bought 
another cabbage.” 





Additional* Anecdotes of Lord Vifcount Duncan, with a 
Copy of his Speech to his Crew at the Time of the late 
Mutiny. 


ORD DUNCAN is a younger fon of the ancient and 

refpeCtable family of Lundie, in the county of Perth, in 
Scotland, By the death of his elder brother, the late Colon-1 
Duncan, of Lundie, about fifteen months ago, the gallant Ad- 
miral became poflefled of the family eftate, worth about 
yoool. per annua. He married a paternal fifter of the 
prefent Lord Advocate of Scotland, and niece of Mr. Secre- 
tary Dundas, by whom he has a very fine fatnily of feveral 
children. His eldeft fon is a very promifing young man, of 

the 


* Vide Page 336. 
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the moft amiable difpofition, and at prefent in the Univerfizy. 
Mifs Jane Duncan, is very young, and beginning to make her 
appearance inthe gay circles; The uncommon beauty and 
elegance of her perfon will undoubtedly give her a diftin- 
guifhed place in the fafhionable world, unlefs that fweetnefs of 
temper and gentlenefs of manners which fhe fo eminently 
poflefles, fhall induce her to prefer the innocent happinefs of 
private life, to the fplendour of a Court, and the admiration of 
a ball-room. 

The Admiral is 4 years of age, his countenance is agree= 
able and commanding 5 he is upwards of fix feet high, and his 
perfon is remarkably wel] proportioned. His manners are 
fimple, eafy, and obliging, equally free from affectation and 
roughne(fs—the natural expreflion of unfeigned goodnefs of 
heart. His fife has been fpent in the fervice of his country, 
and on every occafion he has maintained the character of a 
Britith officer. 

Vhen a Captain, and at that time reckoned the handfomeft 
officer in the navy, his afliftance was required by the Civil 


Power to quell rhe > infurrection at Portfmouth. The brave 
Commander, at the head of his crew, with his {word in his 


hand, convinced the mob that he had {pirit and firmnefs to 
enforce obedience, if they were determined to rehft. His 
tranknefs and generofity {pared that alternative, he joked them 
into good humour, and they feparated in peace. The une 
pleafant ftation which has fallen to his lot during this war, 
certainly pointed him out as a peculiar — of royal favour. 
In acold climate and a tempettuous fea, he has had no opportu- 
nity of prize-money, and I had almoft faid no opportunity of 
glory—Y es ! he has had the latter, and his Jaurels fhali never 
dic. His whole conduct on this ftation has been highly 
easisoriant. 

When the alarming and difgraceful mutiny at the Nore 
deprived him of the greater part of his fleet, and he had 
barcly a thip left that he could truft to, except his own, the 
gallant Admiral caufed the Vencrable to be put clofe in with 
the Texel, and two frigates to be placed in the Offing to make 
fignals. By this means he maneeuvred the Dutch, ull he got 
areinforcement. ‘They would’ not venture out, thinking he 
was come to reconnoitre, and that the frigates were ftationed 
to communicate between him and his fleet: But in every 
inftance, he has difcovered great difcernment and profeflional 
knowledge. 
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After having provoked the Dutch togive him battle till he 
was tired and difgufted, he conceived they had fome other 
obje@ in view, and that his keeping his ftation would prevent 
the very thing he moft ardently defired. He gave out that he 
was under the neceflity of returning home to refit. Some of 
his flect certainly did ftand in need of repairs, and the proba- 
bility of this cireumttance, after having been fo long at fea, 
gave that credibility to the report, which was neceflary to in- 
duce the wary Dutch to commence their intended expedition, 
His feint of coming into port to refit was fo thoroughly 
belicved to be real, that feveral of his officers and men who 
had gone on fhore, were left behind when he failed, after having 
received intelligence of the Dutch fleet being at fea.. The 
determined courage of the Dutch, in the fcene of action, 
called forth all the bravery of the Britifh feamen, and it was 
certainly the beft difputed grand engagement that has beea 
fought during the war. 





ADMIRAL DUNCAN’s SPEECH. 
VENERABLE AT SEA, JUNE 3. 
“ Ay Lads, 

“ T once more call you together, with a forrowful heart, 
from what I have lately feen—the difaffetion of the fleet ; 
I callit a difaffeGion, for the crews have no grievances.—To 
be delerted by my ficet, in the face of an enemy, is a difgrace 
which, I believe, never before happened to a Britifh Admiral; 
nor could I have fuppofed it poflible. My greateft comfort, 
under God, is, that I have been fupported by the officers, fea- 
men, and marines ef this fhip; for which, with aheart over- 
flowing with gratitude, I requeft you to arcept of my fincere 
thanks. I flatter myfelf much good may refult from your 
example, by bringing thofe deluded people to a fenfe of the 
duty which they owe, not only to their King and country, but 
to themfelves. 

“ The Britih navy has ever been the fupport of that liberty 
which has been handed down to us by our anceftors, and which 
I truft we thal! maintain to the lateft pofterity 3; and that car 
only be done by unanimity and obedience. This fhip’s com- 
pany, and others who have diftinguifhe! themfelves by their 
loyalty and good order, deferve to be, and doubtlefs will be, 
he favourites of a grateful country; they will alfo have from 
their inward feelings comfort which will be Jafting, and not 
like the fleeting and falfe confidence of thofe: who have 
iwerved from their duty. 
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* Tt has often been my pride with you to look into the 
Texel, and feeing a foe which dreaded coming out to meet us; 
my pride is now humbled indeed ! my feelings are not eafily 
to be exprefled ! our cup has overflowed and made us wanton, 
The All-wife Providence has given us this check asa warn- 
ing, and J hope we fhall improve by it. On him, then, let us 
truft, where our only fecurity can be found. I find there are 
many goo¢e men among us; for my own part, I have had full 
confidence of allin this fhip ; and once more beg to exprefs 
my approbation of your condud. 

“© May God, who has thus far condudted you, continue to 
do fo; and may the Britifh navy, the glory and fupport of our 
country, be reftored to its wouted {plendour, and be not only 
the bulwark of Britain, but the terror of the world! 

“ But this can only be effected by a ftrit adherence to our 
duty and obedience ; and Jet us pray, that the Almighty God 
may keep usin the right way of thinking. 

“© God blefs you all.” 











ACCOUNT of the METAL, PLATINA, 


O mention is made of this metal in hiftory before the 

beginning of the prefeat century. ‘The firft who 
fearched in the name of Platina was Mr. Charles Wood, an 
Englith metallurgift, whofe operations on this fubject are 
recorded in the Philofephical Tranfafions for 1750. Mr. 
Scheffer and Dr. Lewis atterwards direSted their attention 
to the fame object ; and the refult of their enquiries are be- 
fore the public 5 thofe of the former in the memoirs of the 
Academy of Sweden, for 1751, aud the others in the Philofo- 
phical TranfaCtions for 1754. 

Mr. Macquer, ina paper printed in the memoirs of the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris for 1751, afligns the following 
characters for Platina :— 

It isin fmooth and pretty fmall grains, their colour not 
much unlike that of the coarfe filings of iron. The name of 
white gold, which has likewile been given to this metal, arifes 
out of certain properties which allio belong to platina—fuch as 
to be nearly of the fame fpecific gravity as gold; to refift, 
like that, the ation of fulphur, lead, antimony, the royal 
cement, and all pure acids, and to fubmit like that to no 
folvent but the Aqua Regalis and Hepar Sulphuris. The 
platina was expofed to the heat of the glafs-houles at Sevres 
for 
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for five days and nights together, without any other alteration 
than the agglutination of its grains together. 

After various unfuccefsful attempts to fufe this metal, Mr, 
Macquer determined to expofe it to the focus of a burning 
fpeculum, 22 inches in diameter, the diftance of the focus 
being 28 inches, which, in half a minute melted a gun flint, 
and changed it into tranfpatent glais; and made forged iron 
fume and boil, and turned it into a vitrefcent fcoria in an 
inftant. Being expofed to a focus of this powerful {peculum, 
in about a minute the platina was ina true fufion. Upon 
hammering the melted parts, they were flattened toa thin plate 
without cracking, and gave hopes that they might be fpread as 
thin as leaves of gold or filver. 

From the obfervations of Mr. Macquer, and the other 
chemifts above-mentioned, the following fa&ts feem to be 
eftablifhed :—T hat platina is a third perfect metal, as fixed, as 
indeftructible, as unalterable as gold or filver; and that there is 
room to believe, that, by mixing it with deftru@ible metals, 
and employing a durable and very intenfe heat, it may be mixed 
in large furnaces 

It is eafy to apprehend of how great utility inarts a metal 
may prove which refifts the action of air, water, fire, fulphur, 
acids, and the voracious metals; and combining with thele 
properties the ftrength and hardnefs of iron. 

Wife motives have determined the Spanifh government to 
interdiét the working of their platina mines, and prohibit the 
produce of them being made an article of commerce. All 
the piatina brought to Europe, except that for the account of 
the King of Spain, is clandeftiaely obtained. 





PROLOGUES of DRYDEN and POPE. 





| ge prologue to Addifon’s Cato is fuperior to any pro- 
logue of Dryden; who, notwithftanding, is fo juftly cele- 
brated for this {pecies of writing. The prologues of Dryden 
are fatirical and facetious : This of Pope is folemn and 
fublime, as the fubjeé&t required. Thofe of Dryden contain 
general topics of criticifm and wit, and may precede any play 
whatfoever, even tragedy or comedy. This of Pope is 
particular, and appropriated to the tragedy alone, which it was 
defigned to introduce, 
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An ANECDOTE, 
. We oe oe a ftrong contrariety of poe 


litical fentiment, it is extraordinary that Johnfon was 
remarkably fond of Burke’s converfation. ‘“ If a man,” faid 
Joinfon, “ were to go by chance at the fame time with Burke, 
under a fhed to fhun a fhower, he would fay, this is an extraor- 
dinary man. 

« [f Burke fhould go toa ftable to fee his horfe dreft, the 
hoftler would fay, we have had an extraordinary man here.” 
“ When”, faid Johnfon on another occafion,“ Burke docs 
not defcend to be merry, bis converfation is very fuperior in- 
deed. There is no proportion between the powers which he 
fhews in ferious talk and in jocularity. When he lets himielf 
down to that, he is in the fennel.” 





Anfwer, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, ta W. Harris’s Charade, inferted 
July 3Ie 


HOSE whoin DAY-BOOKS take delight, 
Gain India’s diamonds {parkling bright; 
But ’Leza’s eyes, with brighter ray, 
Outthine the harbinger of day. 


+tt We have received the like anfwer from W. Rennelss 
and G. Hazell, of Barnftaple; I. Whicker, and J. Hatherly» 
of Exeter; Ifaac Salter, of Broadclift; W. Bickham, juniors 
of Afhburton; J. S. Field, ef Staverton; J. Bradridge, and 
J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; W. and T. Maddick, of Rattery; 
J. Bowbeer, and S. Hill, of Dawlith; Ormond; J. Williams, 
junior, and J. Guld, of Plymouth; Metallicus Columbienfis ¢ 
and T. Bullock, of St. Columb. 








A REBUS, by T. King. 
AM Emperor firft find, 


That injuries ne’er kept in mind ; 
A King of Getulia next tell, 
That Dido knew, and Jov’d her well ; 
A foothfayer by Nifus flains 
The mufe of mufic next explain ; 
A Grecian prince of fubtle wit, 
Who did for ten years dangers meet ; 
Vou, XXX, 3 L The 
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The fon of Neptune laftly thew, ontee 
That Jupiter with thunder flew. 
The initials will a gem explain, 
That all who practife it, 
?T will make their reputation fhine, 
And happinefs cemplete. The 





4 CHARADE, by R. T. of Heyte/bury Boarding- School, 


AY Providence e’er us enable 
To keep my firft at diftance ! 
Tho’ vain our efforts often prove, 
Without fome friend’s affiftance. 


May reafon ever make us ufe 
My next with moderation ! 

Intemp’rance is a foe to health, 
And alfo to falvation. 


Hail thou my whole ! how bright thy deeds ! 
The trophies by thy valour won! 

Ages unborn thy name fhall praife, 
Extol thy aéts when thou art gone. 





4n ENIGMA, by Oedipus, of Yeovil. 


E bards! at Goadby’s fecret fhrine, 
My well-known name reveal ; 
I have difturb’d you many times, 
Then do my {elf conceal, 


At doors I knock at midnight drear, 
When fpeétres take their ftand ! 

Tho’ none can tel] the form I wear, 
E’en when | am at hand, 


In high and low, in dark and light, 
My influence all own; 

By feaand land to mortal fight, 
My pow’r is often fhown. 


Tho’ numbers of us fure there are, 
Yet we are all but one; 

This riddle now I pray declare, 
And gainthe myftic theme. 


9 POETRY. 
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The YEAR NINETY-SEVEN: or JERVIS and DUNCAN. 








A NEW SONG. 


HY navy, old England! has long been thy pride, 

g 4 Protected and aided by Heaven ; 

Baritstriamph ne’er roll’d on glory’s full tide, 
Pili the glorious year Ninety-Seven. 

Pho’ tarnith’d at firft by fome vile mutineers, 
in treafon’s anarchial array, 

Britannia fat wretched—her eyes bath’d in tears, 
And marking her laurels decay. 


The ftaunch Britith feaman beheld her and blufh’d 
Ata bale, degenerate crew, 

Then each to his duty moft manfully ruth’d, 
And {wore to great George to be true— 

«© Oh! Neptune,”’’ they urter’d,—** we'll not ftand aloof, 
‘© But wipe off this daftardly fain, 

“© Let honour but beckon— we'll give a found proof, 
“*-We’re tars of old England again.” 


Then Neptune proclaim’d that bold Jervis fhould fteer 
To Vincent’s be-fea-girted rock— 

With force far unequal, brave Jervis fhould there 
Give Spain's naval prowefs a fhock 

His trident he wav’d—his commands were obey’d— 
And Spain felt the force of our guns— 

For Nelion was there, and Britannia foon fway’d 
Glory’s wreath o’er her tar-tinctur’d fons. 


The ozier-crown’d Monarch exultingly cry’d, 
“¢ ‘Thus bravely, my boys, you begin! 

‘© Your valour intrepid again fhall be try'd, 
*© You ftill greater lavrels may win.” 

Batavia, whofe hardihood all mutt allow, 
Prepares her dread enfigns of fight, 

And hopes to tear off from your long envy’d prow, 
Old Occan’s fovereign right. 

To Duncan the glorious charge was affign’d— 
What conflict tremendous eniu’d! : 

The tritons and nereids with fhrieks fill the wind, 
With blood their fedge caves were embru’d. 

Long, dubious and awful, ftern victory fate, 
*Till broke was the Hollander’s line, 

Who faw ’twas in vain to contend again fate— 
That gave Britons a valour divine. 

The Datch ftood aghaft on their cannon-fhook fhore, 
De!pair and deitraGion in fight, 


Their 



















































g80 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


Their thips all difmafted, fides flreaming with gore 
Unable to run as to fight. 

De Winter and Reynjes, the Admirals twain, 
And nearly the whole of their hott, 

Grac’d the brave Britifh Duncan’s invincible train ; 
So vanith’d their maritime boatt. 


CH OR U S. 


Now infidel France, with bafe treacherous Spain, 
Skulk dattardly into their haven, 

Whilft we ride triumphant the lords of the main, 
And blefs the great year Ninety-feven. 


> 


Bath, OGober 17, 1797+ W. M. 





The MAID of the VALE. 
[Tranflated from the [rifh by Miss Brooxe.] 


AVE you not feen the charmer of the vale? 
Nor heard her praife, in love’s fond accents drelt ? 
Nor how that love has turn’d my youth fo pale? 
Nor how thole graces rob my foul of reit? 


That fofteft cheek, where dimpling cherubs play ; 
That bafhful eye, whofe beams diffolve the heart; 

Ah, gaz¢ no more, fond wretch! No longer ftay ! 
"Tis death. Butah! ’tisworfe than death to part! 


May bleffings round the happy manfion wait, 
That guards that form,in tender beauty dreft ; 

Thofe lips, of truchand fmiles the rofy feat! 
Thofe matchlefs charms, by every bard confclt! 


That flender brow !—that hand fo dazzling fair, 
No filk its hue or foftnefs can exprefs ; 

Nog feather’d fongfters can their down compare 
Vith half the beauty thofe fair hands poffefs! 


Love in thy every feature couch’d a dart, 
O’er thy fair face and bofom’s white he play 
Love in thy golden treffes chain’d my heart, 
And Heav'n’s own fmile thy witching face array’d ! 


a 
a3 


Not Deirdre’s charms that on each bofom ftole, 
And led the champions of our ifle away ; 
Nor the whofe eyes threw fetters o'er the joul, 
The fam’d Blanaide, like thee the heart could {way ! 


Of beauty’s garden, Ch thou faireft flower! 
Accept my vows, and truth for treafure take ! 

Oh deign to thare with me love’s blifsful power, 
Nor conftant faith for fleeting wealth forfake ! 

My muie her harp fhall at thy bidding bring, 
And roll th’ heroic tide of verfe along ; 

And Fidian chiefs, and arms fhall wake the ftring, 

And love and war divide the lofty fong ! 
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